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MALVERN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

2016 ­ 2017 
 

COURSE SELECTION BOOK 
 
 

 
Selecting an appropriate High School program is challenging.  Much thought and 

planning by both and parent(s)/guardian(s) should be used before deciding on a pathway of 
individual classes.  Subjects should be chosen that will prepare each student for whatever 
pathway they desire:  college, technical training, or immediate employment upon graduation. 
 

Please consider the job market and college admittance requirements as choices for classes 
are made.  Plan a program which will be challenging; set realistic goals and take advantage of the 
courses offered. 
 

Students, with the help of parents, teachers, counselor and principal, need to give careful 
thought to their planned program of study in high school so their choices meet their individual 
needs and abilities.  Students will have an opportunity to speak with their counselor and teachers 
in the classroom setting and parents may feel free to call the school for help (330) 863-1355 at 
Ext. 210. You may also email Ms. Eckinger with questions at 
eckingerd@brownlocalschools.com. 
 

Students interested in the Tech Prep programs may apply in their sophomore (10th) year 
and will be admitted for the Junior (11th) year, upon acceptance.  Although students will spend 
their Junior and Senior years at Drage or other locations for Tech Prep programs, they will 
receive a Brown Local Diploma and attend Malvern graduation ceremonies. 
 

This booklet contains the course descriptions for the courses that are planned for Malvern 
High School students next school year.  It is extremely important that students pre-register for 
the courses they would like to take.  (Course offerings are contingent upon the number of 
students enrolled and teacher availability). 
 
PARENTS: 
 

The school needs your full cooperation and assistance in order to give your child the 
benefit of guidance and instructional help.  You are always welcome to visit during the school 
year.  If a student is to be successful, they must be adequately prepared.  Some time must be 
spent at home to prepare assignments on a daily and weekly basis.  Parents can be a great help by 
leading their child to form good study habits early in their high school career. 
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 

 
A program of guidance services has been established at Malvern High School to help you 

develop an awareness of your abilities, to improve your relationship with people, to give you a 
better knowledge of various educational and career opportunities, and to assist you in the 
acceptance of your responsibility for your decisions. 
 

It is the aim of guidance services to provide: 
 

1. An explanation about the school program to you and your parents. 
2. Standardized testing and interpretation of results. 
3. Information and assistance to you in course selection and program 

planning. 
4. Tech Prep and educational information and assistance for post high 

school career or educational planning. 
5. Group and individual guidance and counseling services to you 

and your parents. 
 

It is the objective of the counselor to work closely with teachers, administrators, and 
parents on your behalf.  For concerns involving schedule changes and/or your record, you must 
see your counselor. 
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ASSESSMENTS 
 
 

Standardized Tests 
 

Standardized tests are given or are available each year either at Malvern High School or 
schools in the near vicinity.  Two of the purposes are: 
 

1. To acquaint the student with the nature of these type tests, some of which 
will probably be encountered in subsequent years if formal schooling is 
continued. 

2. To furnish scores which give the student and others an indication of present 
ability and future possibilities, 

 
As dates become available, students will be informed by the guidance counselor. 

 
 
College Admissions Testing 
 

There are two admissions tests in general use:  the American College Test (ACT) and the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).  Both of these are given at selected centers throughout the year 
and a fee is charged.  College-bound students should check with the guidance counselor to see 
which test to take. 
 
 
Special Testing 
 

Ability test and personality, interest and attitude inventories are given by the school 
psychologist as needed, after written permission is received from a parent or guardian. 
 
 
Ohio Graduation Test (given for students graduating through 2017) 
 
     The Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) is designed to measure proficiency in five content areas: 
reading, writing, mathematics, citizenship, and science.  The purpose of the test is to ensure that 
all students who receive high school diplomas have not only completed curricular requirements, 
but have demonstrated proficiency in the five content areas.  Students who earn an Ohio 
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diploma must meet both the test performance standards and the curriculum requirements 
of our district.   
 

  
 
 
 
 

What It Takes to Earn an Ohio Diploma Graduating Classes of 2015­2017  
   

Students must meet both testing requirements and curriculum requirements in order to earn a 
diploma. These requirements apply to students entering their freshman year in 2010 to 2013. See 
the two checklists below for more information about these two diploma requirements. The third 
section provides information about an alternative way to meet the testing requirements.  
 
I. Curriculum Requirements  
                                                           STATE                        ADDITIONAL            CREDITS                    CREDITS                HONORS  
CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS          MINIMUM                     LOCAL CREDITS     EARNED TO DATE   REMAINING        DIPLOMA CREDITS  

English language arts       4 units          ________      _________      _________       _________  
Health       İ unit                   ________      _________      _________       _________  
Mathematics       4 units1                           ________      _________      _________       _________  
Physical education       İ unit2                            ________      _________      _________      _________  
Science       3 units3                           ________      _________      _________       _________  
Social studies       3 units4                            ________      _________      _________       _________  
Electives                               6 units5                           ________      _________      _________       _________  
Other requirements6  

          Economics and  
          financial literacy6                 Requirement met in _Financial Management __ class/grade level.  
        Requirement met in _Economics                         class/grade level. 
  
          Fine arts6                      Requirement met in ______________________ class/grade level.  
  
1 Mathematics units must include 1 unit of algebra II or the equivalent of algebra II.  
2 The Ohio Core allows school districts to adopt a policy that would exempt students who participate in interscholastic athletics, 
band or cheerleading for two full seasons from the physical education requirement. Students must take another course of at least 
60 contact hours in its place.  
3 Science units must include 1 unit of physical sciences, 1 unit of life sciences and 1 unit advanced study in one or more of the 
following sciences: chemistry, physics, or other physical science; advanced biology or other life science; astronomy, physical 
geology, or other earth or space science.  
4 Social studies units must include İ unit of American history and İ unit of American government.  
5 Electives units must include one or any combination of foreign language, fine arts, business, career-technical education, family 
and consumer sciences, technology, agricultural education or English language arts, mathematics, science or social studies 
courses not otherwise required.  
6 All students must receive instruction in economics and financial literacy during grades 9-12 and must complete at least two 
semesters of fine arts taken any time in grades 7-12. Students following a career-technical pathway are exempted from the fine 
arts requirement.  
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II. Graduation Tests Requirements  
 
A) Notify student and parents about:  
 

Å Importance of earning a diploma;  
Å Need to meet both testing and curriculum requirements to earn a diploma;  
Å Any additional local graduation requirements;  
Å Districtôs policy about participation in commencement ceremony. 

 
B) How to access information (e.g., test blueprints, previous tests) on the Web about OGT:  
 

Å http://education.ohio.gov and search keyword: OGT.  
 
C) OGT test administrations before graduation: For Students Who Need to Pass the Ohio 
Graduation Tests: Graduating classes of  2016, 2017) 
 

Å Spring of 10th grade  
Å Summer between 10th and 11th grade (optional)  
Å Fall and spring of 11th grade  
Å Summer between 11th and 12th grade (optional)  
Å Fall and spring of 12th grade  

 
D) To access previous graduation tests, go to http://education.ohio.gov and search keywords: 
previous OGT tests.  
 
For Students Who Need to Pass the Ohio Graduation Tests (OGT): Graduating classes of 
2016, 2017) 
 
III. Alternative Way to Meet the Testing Requirements  
A student may meet the testing requirements for passing all five Ohio Graduation Tests if he or 
she meets ALL of the following criteria:  

Å Passes four of the five tests and has missed passing the fifth test by no more than 10  
  points 
Å Has a 97 percent attendance rate, excluding any excused absences, through all four  
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  years of high school and must not have had an expulsion in high school; 
Å Has not been expelled from school in any of the last four school years;  
Å Has at least a grade point average of 2.5 out of 4.0 in the courses of the subject area  
  not yet passed; 
Å Has completed the high school curriculum requirement;  
Å Has participated in any intervention programs offered by the school and must have had  

a 97 percent attendance rate in any programs offered outside the normal school day;   and 
Å Has letters recommending graduation from the high school principal and from each  

  high school teacher in the subject area not yet passed. 
 
NOTE: As specified in the Ohio Revised Code (Section 3313.615), this alternative way to meet 
the testing requirement applies only to students graduating after Sept. 15, 2006. 

 New High School Graduation Requirements 
Beginning with the Class of 2018 
House Bill 487 updated Ohioôs graduation requirements to ensure that all students are ready for success in 
college and work. As a result, the Class of 2017 (10th-graders in the 2014-2015 school year) will be the 
last students to take the current Ohio Graduation Tests. The new requirements take effect with students 
entering ninth grade in the 2014-2015 school year (Class of 2018). Additionally, every student in the 
Class of 2018 and beyond will have the opportunity to take a nationally-recognized college admission 
exam free of charge in Grade 11. The honors diploma remains another option for students. 
 
Complete Ohio Course State  
Requirements Minimum  
 
English language 
arts 

4 units 

Health ½ unit 
Mathematics 4 units1 

Physical education ½ unit2 

Science 3 units3 

Social studies 3 units4 

Electives 5 units5 

 
Other Requirements: 
Economics and Financial Literacy 
Fine arts 
 
NEW 
All Students take end­of­course exams: 

-Algebra I and Geometry or Integrated Math I and II 
-Physical Science and Biology 
-American History and American Government 
-English I and English II 
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Students studying Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB) or taking dual 
enrollment courses in physical science, American history or American government may take 
assessments aligned to those courses in lieu of end-ofïcourse exams to avoid double testing. 
 
NEW 
 
And meet one of the following three: 
 

1. Earn a cumulative passing score on seven end-ofïcourse exams.  The scores will be set 
by the State Board of Education. 18 points on the exams 

2. Earn a ñremediation-freeò score on a nationally recognized college admission exam such 
as ACT or SAT. The state of Ohio will pay for all 11th grade students in the Class of 2018 
and beyond to take the exam free of charge. 

3. Earn a State Board of Education-approved, industry-recognized credential or a 
state-issued license for practice in a career and achieve a score that demonstrates 
workforce readiness and employability on a job skills assessment. 

 
EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS 

 
The District reaffirms its commitment to basic skills instruction and to provide expanded 
learning opportunities for our students to develop competencies, interests, and talents needed to 
further their goals.  To provide for these expanded learning opportunities beyond the regular 
school program, the following educational options will be available to meet the specialized needs 
or interests of our students whenever funding is available: 
 
A. Early Graduation 
B. Independent Study 
C. Tutorial Program 
D. Summer School  
E. Flex Credit 
F. College Credit Plus 
 
 
College Credit Plus on college campus 
 
The College Credit Plus Program has been established for students in grades 7-12.  This program 
permits students to earn college and high school credit by the successful completion of college 
courses.  If a student is interested in this option, they must attend the CCP meeting at the high 
school then return their signed letter of intent to the guidance office by April 1. Each student 
must be accepted by the college of their choice, according to the acceptance standards 
established by the individual college. 
 
Distance Learning College Credit Plus Option 
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Credit for college classes may be received through the University of Akron and will be offered 
online at Malvern High School.  Students must be accepted by the university and are notified of 
eligibility the spring of the previous school year.  
 
 

POSSIBLE PATHWAYS OF COURSES FOR COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS 
The following samples of pathways may be used as a guideline of possibilities, but does not 
have to be followed! A student may take one course or many courses and not in this order. The 
only requirement is that the student meets the prerequisite eligibility to take a course and it must 
be able to be scheduled along with the other required courses necessary. 
 
 
The Pathways on pages 10-11 are courses offered by the University of Akron. 
 
The Pathways on pages 12-13 are courses offered by Stark State College. 
 
Students are able to apply to any participating university/college of their choice to take courses 
through the College Credit Plus program.  
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